Drs. Gurgul-Convey and Lenzen (1) contend that IL-1 alone inhibits ␤-cell function but the addition of TNF␣ is required to cause ␤-cell death. This is a selective view of the literature. IL-1 alone kills rat islet cells, independent of TNF␣, whereas human and mouse islets require a combination of IL-1 and IFN␥. TNF␣ is dispensable for ␤-cell death in vitro (2). Further, they propose that TNF␣ causes ␤-cell death in type 1 diabetes (T1D) because it is present in inflamed islets from rodents and humans with T1D (3). We argue that the presence of TNF␣ in insulitic lesions does not implicate this molecule as causative of ␤-cell death. Moreover, TNFR1 is not required for ␤-cell destruction in the nonobese diabetic (NOD) mouse (4).
